[Amebiasis--retrospective analysis of 453 cases in the Zürich region].
In a retrospective study 453 cases of amebiasis were analyzed with regard to duration, purpose, and location of the patients' stay abroad. Diarrhea and abdominal complaints were the predominating features of the history, but occasionally constipation was the only symptom. The patients usually had chronic intestinal amebiasis which was intermittently slightly dysenteric, rather than non-dysenteric as defined by the WHO. There were two cases each of ameboma and colonic stricture and three liver abscesses, one of which proved fatal after complicating peritonitis. Therapy with a tissue and a lumenal amebicide proved to be the most efficient combination, with a success rate exceeding 94% in the controlled cases.